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that activity is Good, not in so far as it is ethical
but precisely in so far as it is not. At any rate,
I should maintain that we come nearer to a realiza-
tion of Good in the activities which we pursue with-
out effort or friction, than in those which involve a
struggle between duty and inclination."

" But the activities we pursue without effort or
friction often enough are bad."

" No doubt; but some of them are good, and it is
to those I should look for the best idea I could form
of what Good might be."

" Well," he said, " go on! Once more I have
entered my protest; and now I leave the road
clear."

"The worst of you is," said Ellis, "that you
always turn up in' front! When we think we have
passed you once for all, you take a short cut across
the fields, and there you are in the middle of the
road, with the same old story, that we're altogether
on the wrong track."

" Well," said Dennis, sententiously, " I do my
duty."

" And," replied Ellis, " no doubt you have your
reward ! Proceed !" he continued, turning to me.

" Well," I said, " I suppose I must try to go
through to the end, though these tactics of Dennis
make me very nervous. I shall suppose, however,
that I have convinced him that it is not in ethical
activity as such that we can expect to find the most
perfect example of Good. And now I propose to
examine in turn some other of our activities, start-
ing with that which seems to be the most primitive
of all." '